
 

 

Guidelines for Hiring a Consultant 
 
 
In hiring a consultant, the Pasco School District is paying for experience and expertise in a certain 
educational area just like with other professional services, such as attorneys and public 
officials/speakers. 
 
Consultants who have won national awards, have been published, and have over 20 years research- 
based experience range from $4,000/day ($500/hour) to $8,000/day ($1,000/hour). 
 
Consultants who are experts in certain fields and have between 10-20 years of research-based 
experience range from $2,500/day ($312/hour) to $3,500 ($438/hour).  An array of larger educational 
firms (McGraw Hill, Pearson, and Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) are generally within this price range 
depending on the size of the contract. 
 
Consultants who have between 3-10 years of experience should range between $600/day ($75/hour) 
and $2,000 day ($250/hour).  These can include specialized personnel agencies working with individual 
consultants and other regional consultants in general education areas not as specialized as the above 
consultants.  As an example, the State Auditor’s Office has a rate of $93/hour to perform an annual 
audit on the school district’s records. 
 
Please note that most consultant rates are negotiable.  The Pasco School District should be diligent with 
public monies and respectful of district budgets.  Expenditures for consultants are expected to be 
reasonable and appropriate for the circumstances.  Daily rates of consultants need to be all inclusive 
(travel costs should be included). 
 
When spending between $3,000 and $75,000 using federal funds there are two choices: 
  

1. Written quotes from at least three different companies providing similar services where the 
lowest cost is taken;  

 
2. Publish a Request for Proposal (RFP).  Please note Fiscal Services needs a minimum of three 

weeks for publication and award of contract for an RFP.  An RFP can be used when the lowest 
cost service is not meeting the research-based requirements of the Pasco School District.  
Criteria can include items other than cost but cost must be one of the criteria (i.e. experience, 
qualifications, cost, responsiveness, references). 

 
When not using federal funds at least three written or emailed quotes for all annual costs between 
$40,000 and $75,000 per project is required.  As noted above, the lowest cost should be chosen if all 
other items are similar.    
 
An RFP or bid is required for all projects expected to exceed $75,000 annually.  The primary difference 
between an RFP and a bid is a bid must be awarded to lowest cost and an RFP can utilize other grading 
criteria besides cost to award a winner.   
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